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Abstract

AL-Mahasneh,lbraheem.M.A.The Charactaristics of Students Grades
Distribution at Yarmouk University :Afcllew-Up study.PhD OF Measurement and
Evaluation,Yarmouk University,2005(supervisor:I’.Dr.Alunad.s.Au(lc]:)

The Purpose of this study was to determine the characteristics of
students grades distributions at Yarmouk University during (1978-2003),
that was achieved through analyzing the final grades and the accumulative
averages of graduated students. The study also aimed to knowing whether
grades suffered from inflation or deflation, and to know if grades
distribution affected by the changing passing scores of courses and
cumulative average.

To attain these purposes, a random sample was chosen by the
stratified randomization way, wich was (2%)of the sections were run at
yarmouk university during that period, the sample size was (2198) sections
inconcluded (62216) final grades, at the same way a sample of the
accwnulative averages for a number of graduated students from different
specialties and faculties was chosen, the sample size was (15247) and the
selected ratio was (25%) from the population of the study.

In order to mark the characteristics of grades distribution, distribution
of all grades is the reference one with mean (68.21) and (14.91) standard
deviation.,and (-0.489,-0.425) skewness & kurtosis coefficient respectively.

The highest grades were in the faculty of Jurisidection and faculty of
Law, and the lowest grades were in the Science and Al-hajaway faculties.
Grades and accumulative average began to drop since (1985), that is when

Yammouk University decided to decrease the Cutting scores from

(60 to 50)and(65 to 60) for the courses and the the accumulative average




respectively. The means were '(71.35,68.5) and the standerd deviation was
(12.0,15.0), before / after the decreasing of cutting scores respectively.

The ratio of students who failed in courses was increasing after the
decrease of cutting scores especially at the facuities of Science and Al-
hajaway. Generally, we can say that grades distribution of Yarmouk
University is moderate (reasonable) with a relative stability, and the
decreasing in the cutting scores was one of the main variables which

coused droping of the grades.

Key words : Grades Distribution, Grades Inflation, Trends ,marking
Systems, grading system






